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Got GeoJSON Error? - Tip on Adding
GeoJSON via URL in QGIS

This post an addendum to an older, previous post on Adding and Viewing GeoJSON in QGIS and ArcGIS. This

comes from a tip | provided a blog reader who was having trouble adding geojson file via URL in QGIS from

Fulcrum. If you are having trouble connecting to geojson data via URL, give this tip a try and see if it works.
QGIS 3.10 is the version I’'m using. Below is the link to an example geojson file I'm testing in this post.

Example geojson URL: https://www.nanaimo.ca/crimereporting/api/incidents.geojson

Errors when trying to Add geojson

Brief summary on how to add Geojson:
Go to Layer Menu >> Layer >> Add Layer >> Add Vector Layer
In the Data Source Manager window:

1. Click the option Protocol: HTTP(S), cloud, etc.
2. Select encoding type: UTF-8 or System (mine defaulted to UTF-8)
3. Type: You can use either HTTP/HTTPS/FTP, Geojson, or Geojson - Newline delimited

4. Type in URL and click Add
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It should add the geojson file to my map BUT instead | get this error: Invalid Data Source. Clicking Yes to try

File source type fails also.

Q Invalid Data Source X

Download with “Protocel” source type has failed, do you want to try the "File”
source type?

Yes || No

When looking in the error log messages (click the message button in the bottom right if you don’t see the log
messages panel) - | see the errors that the geojson url is invalid data source and that there is a SSL certificate

problem as seen in the images below
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Log Messages B
Plugins X Python warning X Processing X General X ‘ oGR X
2020-02-01T15: INFO Remote layer : loading fvsicurl https: /fwww.nanaimo.ca/crimereporting/api/incidents.geojson, please wait ...
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38:10
2020-02-01T15:38:32 INFO Remote layer : loading https://www.nanaimo.ca/crimereporting/apijfincidents.geojson, please wait ...
2020-02-01T15:38:33 CRITICAL Invalid Data Source : https:/fwww.nanaimo.ca/crimereportingfapifincidents.geajson is not a valid or recognized data source.
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Log Messages t

Plugins X Python warning X Processing X General X Messages X

2020-02-01715:38:11 ARMNING - Cannot open fysicurlhttps: /fwww.nanaimo.cafcrimereportingfapi/incidents. geojson. 4

2020-02-01T15:38:33 ARNING Cannot open https: ffwww.nanaimo.ca/crimereporting/apifincidents. geojson. (S50 certificate problem: unable to get local issu

\ cerﬁﬁcaté}) ]

My understanding from doing some research is that this occurs in QGIS because of outdated openssl library.
To work around this you could try use changing the link to just use http instead of https — sometimes this

works but in my case it did not. Below are the work around options to try:

Change the environmental setting variables in QGIS

Go to Setting Menu >> Options
In the Options window:

1. Go System
2. Expand Environment: check the box to Use custom vairables

3. Then add the Following Variables
Variable: GDAL_HTTP_USERAGENT

Variable Value: Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 6.1) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/41.0.2228.0 Safari/537.36

Variable: GDAL_HTTP_UNSAFESSL
Variable Value: YES

Restart QGIS and them try to add the GeoJSON file link again.
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If the above work around doesn’t work you may want to also add the variables to your OS system properties

and see if that works.

So now if | reopen QGIS and add in the geojson URL it should work - this is what you should see if you use the

example URL link given above.
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That’s it for this post. | hope this helps for those having trouble adding geojson files via URL. If you have any

questions, comments, or suggestions for future blog posts please let me know.

Thanks for reading. Until next time.
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|sabe||e Giraud 6 years ago - O Likes

Thank you very much
| don' t know how it works but it does perfectly! (Qgis 3.4)

guest 6 years ago - O Likes
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Thank you! You saved me :)

< Viewing ESRI Basemaps in Label Rotation in QGIS and >
Google Earth Web and Pro ArcGIS

open.gis.lab

000

© 2026. open.gis.lab

https://opengislab.com/blog/2020/2/1/tip-on-adding-geojson-via-url-in-qgis 6/6


http://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-saephan
https://github.com/StephSaephan
mailto:stephanie@opengislab.com
https://opengislab.com/blog/2020/2/23/viewing-esri-basemaps-in-google-earth-web-and-pro
https://opengislab.com/blog/2019/12/29/label-rotation-angles-in-qgis-and-arcgis

